29 March 1821 . 




(Ireland.) 



A 



BILL 

To abolish the Payment, by Prisoners in Ireland, 
of Gaol Fees, and all other Fees relating 
to the Commitment, Continuance, Trial, or 
Discharge of such Prisoners. 



Note.— The Figures in the Margin denote the number of the Folios 
in the written Copy. 



| ^ <£ 1H<S 3 & all Fees and Gratuities payable by Prisoners in 

England, were abolished by an Act passed in the fiftieth year 

of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third; and it is expedient 
that all Fees and Gratuities now payable at the several Gaols in Ireland 
should in like manner be abolished ; 
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3 I 5 e it therefore CStmctcb, by The KING’s Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority 
of the same, THAT from and after All Gaol Fees 

2 next after the passing of this Act, all Fees and Gratuities whatever, paid lidud. 
or payable by any prisoner in Ireland, on the entrance, commitment, con- 
tinuance in custody or discharge of any such prisoner to in or from any 
prison in Ireland , shall absolutely cease and determine ; and that no Fee 
or Gratuity whatsoever shall be paid or payable by any such prisoner.; 
any law, custom or usage to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding 



AND whereas prisoners have been frequently detained in custody for 
Fees due to the clerks of the Crown, clerks of the peace and other officers, 
and were, during such detention, supported at the public expense, and 
great inconvenience has arisen thereby from the crowded state of the 
gaols and bridewells in Ireland-, BE it therefore Enacted, for Remedy 
hereof, That from and after no prisoner shall 

35& be 
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be detained for his Fees only, ami that no Fee whatsoever shall be taken 

or demanded front any prisoner, by any clerk of the Crown or his deputy, 
clerk of the peace or bis deputy, sheriff, under sheriff, gaoler, turnkey, 
crier or other officer ; any thing in an Act made in the forty-ninth year of 3 
his said late Majesty's reign, for regulating the Fees payable by persons 
charged with treason, felony and other offences, at assizes and quarter 
sessions in Ireland, or any other Act or Acts, or any usage or custom to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

And be !t fu, ther Ena cted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for 
for Fn'™ 11 th<! several B rand -i uries 01 the se'eral counties, counties of cities and 

Prisoners counties of towns in Ireland, in addition to the sums which they are at 

discharged. present authorized to present off the several counties, counties of cities 
and counties of towns respectively, to present for the several clerks of the 
Crown and their deputies, clerks of the peace and their deputies, sheriffs, 
under sheriffs, gaolers, turnkeys and criers, such sums as to the said 
grand juries shall seem reasonable, as a compensation for tire Fees of 
prisoners discharged without payment of Fees, pursuant to the provisions 
of this present Act. 

Fe?“o"h° f Provided always, and be it Enacted, That the sums to be presented 4 

E'bs'ic?': by any grand j uries under tWs Act ’ sha11 “ ot io case exc “ d ,he 

tainted as er " amount of the Fees which would have been payable by the prisoners if 
undergo.* t j )e present Act had not been made, and that such amount shall be 
fixed and ascertained in the manner provided by the said recited Act, 
passed in the forty-ninth year of his late Majesty’s reign, with respect to 
the fixing and ascertaining the amount of presentments to be made in lieu 
of Fees of persons discharged without Fees. 

And be it further Enacted, That no presentment shall be made for the 
keeper of any bridewell, for the Fees of any prisoner who shall have been 
lodged in such bridewell, in transitu, to the county gaol. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any clerk of the Crown, or clerk of 
die peace, or any of their deputies, or any sheriff or under sheriff, or any 
gaoler or under gaoler, or any turnkey or crier at assizes or sessions, or 
any person acting under them, or any of them, shall demand, take or 
accept any Fee, Gratuity or Reward whatever, directly or indirectly, r 
on the commitment, custody, trial or discharge of any prisoner, or for 
any matter or thing whatsoever relating thereto, contrary to the direction's 
of this Act ; each and every person so offending, shall for each and every 
such offence, forfeit the sum of British currency, to be 

recovered in any of His Majesty’s courts of Record in Dublin, by action 
of debt, bill or plaint, in which no essoign, protection or wager of law, nor 
more than one imparlance shall be allowed ; or by civil bill, to be heard 
and determined by the assistant barristers, at the sessions of the peace in 
such counties where the said offences shall he committed. 

t^FcurCourts Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act con- 
Warsheisca. tained, shall extend to the Marshalsea of the Four Courts of the City of 
Dublin, nor to the Marshalsea of the City of Dublin. 

AND 
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<5 AND for the more speedy punishing gaolers, bailiffs and others, 
employed in the execution of any process, civil or criminal, for ex- 
tortion, or other abuses in their respective offices and places ; BE it British Acts 
further Enacted, That upon the petition of any prisoner or person, c 3 38 G s°ii-’ 
being or hav ing been under arrest or in custody, complaining of any for Summary 
exaction or extortion by any gaoler, bailiff, or other officer or person by Courtsand 
in or employed in the keeping or taking care of any gaol or prison or other Extortion and 
place to which any such prisoner or person, under or having been under Abuses com- 
arrest, or in custody, by any process civil or criminal, or in any suit or Gaolers !* 7 
action, is or shall have been carried, or in respect of the arresting or 
apprehending any person or persons, by virtue of any process, action 
or warrant, or of any other abuse whatsoever, committed or done in their 
respective offices or places, such petition being presented in term time 
unto any of His Majesty’s courts of record in Dublin, from whence the 

7 process issued, by which any person who shall so petition was arrested, 
or under whose power or jurisdiction any such gaol, prison or place is, 
or in vacation time to any judge of such court from whence such process 
so issued, or upon petition to the judges of assize in their respective 
circuits, or to the judge or judges of any other court of record, where 
any prisoner or person being or having been under arrest or in custody, 
was arrested or in custody by process issued out of, or action entered in 
any such other court of record in Ireland, every such court or judge, 
and every judge of assize, and judge and judges of other courts of 
record as aforesaid, are hereby authorized and required respectively, 
within their several jurisdictions, to hear and determine the matter of 
such petition and complaints in a summary way, and to make such order 

8 thereupon, for redressing the abuses which shall by any such petition be 
complained of, and for. punishing such officer or person complained 
against, and for making reparation to the party or parties injured, as such 
courts or judges shall think just, together with the full costs of every such 
complaint, where such courts or judges shall think the same to be 
just; and all orders and determinations which shall be thereupon made 
by any of the said courts or judges as aforesaid respectively, in such 
summary way as is herein prescribed, shall have the same effect, force 
and virtue, and obedience thereunto may be enforced by the respective 
courts and judges, by attachment, or in any other manner, as other 
orders of the said respective courts and judges may be enforced. 
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